
March 29, 2020 

 

Dear People of the Cathedral parish, 

 

 The Fifth Sunday of Lent is upon us.  Traditionally, the Fifth Sunday of Lent was 

Passion Sunday and Palm Sunday (the Sixth Sunday of Lent) was the Sunday before 

Easter.  After the liturgical reforms from the Second Vatican Council, Palm Sunday and 

Passion Sunday were combined, called Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. 

 

Prior to the reforms, when you came to church, the statues and crucifix were 

covered.  It represented two different expressions of Lent.  The first expression reflected 

that Jesus and his disciples could not move freely.  So, they were obscured or shrouded 

their presence.  Secondly, the covers expressed our sorrow for our sinfulness.  Both 

expressions heighten our awareness and spur us toward Holy Week.  Since the cathedral 

like other parish churches are closed for public mass at this time, the visual effects are 

missing.  Let us do our best to move through Lent toward Easter. 

 

 As I prepare this letter (Monday, March 23), the Governor of Michigan has 

issued a stay home order until April 13.  I will continue to offer daily mass privately.  

Know that I am remembering you in my prayers and at Mass. 

 

 Last week (March 18-20), I called all our parishioners who are 70 and old.  I spoke 

to many of you.  I was checking that you are well and that your needs are met, either by 

relatives, friends and neighbors.  Nearly all of you responded that your needs are being 

met.  I left messages to many others.  I will resume my outreach this week.  For our 

students attending St. Augustine Cathedral School, I have participated in a blessing at the 

conclusion of Morning Prayer on a couple of occasions.  All of you are missed.  

 

         I have not figured out how to live stream or provide a virtual mass.  Bishop Bradley 

offers Sunday Mass at 10am on Sunday from the Chancery.  WOTV Channel 8 in Grand 

Rapids has weekly Mass.  EWTN has a daily televised Mass.  I hope to provide 

something soon. 

 

 Thank you to those who have sent or dropped off their Sunday contributions.  

Others have remembered us electronically, too.  We are paying our bills.  Help your 

cathedral parish to remain solvent.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Very Rev. Robert F. Creagan 



Rector 

 


